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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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She made decisions, bought and sold, worked with her hands to produce goods for profit. She directed her household and set tasks for servants. She made decisions about land and bought it and she was not afraid of the cold because she had made provisions for her family. Interestingly enough, this was all possible because "The heart of her husband trusteth in her (vs. 11) and he is known in the gates, because of her deeds. (vs. 23)


     We honor mothers in a secular way on this special day but consider how her role brings the honor of God upon her. 1. She offers comfort to her children. At the coming of the Messiah, God would say of his children, "As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem. (Isa 66:13) What honor!


2. She conveys God's will upon her children. A mother exerts a heavy influence upon her children. Paul contributed the faith of Timothy to his grandmother and mother. (2 Tim. I:5) 3. She commands obedience and respect for her words, as an agent of God. Children are to obey mother and father alike, at God's command. 


(Lev. 19:14; Ex. 20:12)


     I think of my mother when I read these things. She was a good woman who loved God and her family. She did the very best she could with what she had. No stranger was turned from her table and no one left hungry and I miss her. But I am proud of the good mothers among us. I see that good in the children around us and in the effort to present them to The Lord. Do not take lightly the role God has placed upon you but cherish it with the honor it deserves.


Happy Mothers Day!


			JP








     Note in this warning two thoughts:  (1) "They prophesy out of their own heart," and (2) they "follow their own spirit."


     Do you ever get a certain religious concept in your head--one that seems so clear, so true, and so logical?  The intensity of the thought is almost overwhelming as you feel as if "you understand the mind of God!"  Your intent is not to be presumptuous, nor to exalt yourself'; you simply "know it must be so!"


     The question is, "How do you know?"  How can man know anything about God?  Can we know God merely by observing nature?  Romans 1:20 teaches us that in some sense God's invisible attributes . . . even His eternal power and Godhead" can be "understood by the things that are made."  So nature teaches us that there is a God!  But what of his thoughts?  How can they be known?


     I Corinthians 2:11 gives us insight into the matter.  For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of a man which is in him?  Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God."  So what 





Spirit and complete!  So we may know God's thoughts through His words in Scripture.


    Now back to the passage in Ezekiel: it is easy for a man to think at times that his own intuition is correct, whether his views are founded upon "book, chapter and verse" or not.  This approach to study, sometimes disparagingly referred to as "proof-texting," is increasingly discarded by modern man as "legalistic," even though it is this view of Scripture that led to American efforts toward restoring the New Testament church--seeking to "speak where the Bible speaks and remain silent where the Bible is silent."  This respect for God's word is the only thing that can guard against the infinite number of apostasies that can come from simply speaking "out of our own hearts."


     We must always keep in mind that (apart from nature's teaching of God's existence) the only way we can know anything about God is through what He has said.  We must understand that looking at (and harmonizing) God's word does not deny His power, but esteems it!  Isaiah's words are pointed:  "On this one will I look:  "On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at My word" (66:2).  We cannot know God's will by following "our own spirit."  We may try, but of one thing we can be sure in doing so--we have "seen nothing"!





					





Those Who Follow Their Own Spirit


By Kyle Pope





Ezekiel 13:1-3 contains an interesting warning which is as powerful today as when it was first spoken.  Listen to the words:  "And the word of the Lord came to me saying, 'Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who prophesy, and say to those who prophesy out of their own heart, "Hear the word of the Lord." 'Thus says the Lord God:"  'Woe to the foolish prophets, who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing!'" (NKJV).








does this tell us?  It says we can only know the "things of God" (thus His thoughts) through the Spirit!


     How then do we know His Spirit?  When Jesus promised the coming of the Holy Spirit to the apostles, He made two important promises" (1) He would guide the apostles "into all truth" (Jon 14:26). Many in the religious world seek to apply these promises to all believers, yet if that is true every believer must possess at all times the perfect knowledge of "all truth!"  Can we claim that?


     Is there another way to understand this?  Two passages give us the answer.  1 Peter 1:20-21 declares, "No prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation [origin], for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit."  The next passage, 2 Timothy 3:15-16 states, "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God [lit. "God-breathed"] and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work."  This says 


Scripture is the product of the





God's role for Woman


He maketh the barren woman to keep house, (and to be)


 a joyful mother of children. Praise ye Jehovah.


(Ps 113:9)





     The feminist movement has been very effective in promoting a politically correct agenda for women. 


That is, equality in society, the work place and the political arena but it has done women no big favor in relation to the role given them by God.


      I do not know the reason for the degradation of women that has defined their place in world society 


but it is surely not God's plan. One would search the scriptures in vain to find traces of the low position 


held by women in many parts of the world.


      From the beginning, her role was beside her 


husband as his helpmeet, "bone of my bone and flesh 


of my flesh, to become one flesh" (Gen. 2:23-24). Through out the scripture, women moved on the same social plane as men, in their own roles. Many held leading public positions (Ex. 15:20; Judg. 4:4; 2 Kings 22:14) while others influenced kings and nations. But above all else her role in God's plan is to bear children, 


to be mothers. God's first command to the first couple was to "be fruitful and multiply and replenish the 


earth and subdue it" (Gen. 1:28) It is in this way that 


she reaches the pinnacle of her role to God and it is 


no small thing. She has a visible and active role to play. 


     There is a sense in which God has made her to be in subjection to her husband but it is certainly not in some passive corner where she quietly sits waiting for her husband to make every decision in her life. If Proverbs chapter 31 tells us anything, it is that the mother of the house played an active role in the success of her family. 


Cont. on page 3 








FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; Courtney Smith and her health problems.  Bro. Jack Green was involved in a chemical accident and is recovering at home after a stay in the hospital.


Eugene Payne has been in ICU at Northside for several weeks. He is the son of Bro. & Sis. Billy Payne of Martinsville


Va. Lets do what we can for this family. 


I want to call special attention to Bro. Rick


Hulsey and his battle with cancer and up coming surgery. Also remember his mother 


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.


____________________________





Lady's Bible Class


Monday night at 7:30 PM


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Joey Jackson


Song Leader---Ken Gay


Lord's Supper---Jason Gaston


   Asst. 1-----Brad Bowman


   Asst. 2-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 3-----Jim Statham


   Asst. 4-----Rex Veteto


   Asst. 5-----Jordan Huff


2nd Prayer----Drew Bowman


Read Scripture---Grant Hicks


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer-----Jeremy Green


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Rodee Bruns


Song Leader-------Brad Bowman


2nd Prayer------Steve Tramell


Read Scripture ---Joe Phillips


Sermon----Jim Statham


Lord's Supper----Jason Gaston


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer-----George Wilcox


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Malcolm Smith


Invitation---David Holmes


Closing Prayer---Zachary Huff





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














